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New President of
Vall del Pop U3A
David Garside thanks Michael Bullied and past
committee members for all the hard work done
during his term of Presidency for the Xalo U3A.
Events for your diary …………….
General Meeting 2nd April 2009
This was the first meeting under the auspices of the new
committee. The guest speaker was Senor Vicente Ortuno,
administrator of MACMA, a cultural guide for the Marina Alta
community, subsidised and distributed by the 50 towns and
villages covered by this area. Senor Ortuno offered to include
our U3A activities in his guide. This was our first Spanish
speaker and many members were able to follow his talk even
though it was in Spanish. Senor Ortuno offered to revisit our
U3A and give a talk on the history of the area and the
expulsion of the Mariscos in 1609. Bruno proved to be an
excellent interpreter for the non linguists amongst us and
Senor Ortuno congratulated Bruno on his Castellano.

Dinner / dance 18th June
See over page for details.
Travel & Outings 30th April - Albufera & Xativa
with optional boat ride & lunch
2nd May - Themed musical walk (90 mins) and
optional meal at La Solana
21st April – ‘Table Manners’ by Alan Ayckborn &
Javea Players – Gata Theatre
23rd May –

Good Olde Days

General Meeting 7th May Speaker Jenny Bussey
See over page for details.

Groups in the spotlight – U3A Cinema
The cinema group has been running for about a year and in that time we have watched a variety
films in both English and foreign languages. We have seen such delights as “The Piano” a film
from New Zealand “Little Miss Sunshine” an odd ball American comedy. We saw “Eastern
Promises” A Cronanburg film about the Russian Mafia in Britain. And just recently “After the
Wedding” A Danish film, beautifully shot with an absorbing plot. Each film is followed by a discussion which
often extends to the bar afterwards. We show the films fortnightly with the occasional pair of linked films
shown on successive weeks. We are lucky to have a purpose built cinema in Lliber that seats some 70
persons as our venue thanks to the Ayuntamiento of Lliber.
Our program over the next few weeks is as follows. 15th April “What’s Eating Gilbert Grape”
29th April “The Painted Veil” 13th May. “The Godfather 1” a week later 20th May “The Godfather 2”.
We have an audience of up to 40 members, so there is still room for more, should you care to attend. The cinema is on the
main road through Lliber and is diagonally across from the Ayuntamiento. We meet at 7-00 Wednesday evening. For more
information phone David Garside. 966 482 435.

Sagunto ...........

and the Caves of St Joseph

On 27th March a group of U3A members
went to visit Sagunto and the caves of Saint
Joseph. Sagunto is an ancient city steeped
in history, with roots going back to 5th
century BC. It boasts links with the Iberians,
the Greeks and the Phoenicians and found
itself disastrously involved in the struggle
between the Romans and the
Carthaginians.
As you approach the city, the first thing that strikes you is the sight of the castle winding
along the ridge for almost a kilometre above the town of Sagunto. We left the coach in a busy
and not very inspiring main road from where some of us made our way up to the Roman
Theatre. This has been restored, perhaps not very sympathetically, but it could be said to
offer appropriate conditions for theatrical and cultural activities for which it is now used.
Some continued up to the castle while others made their way through the narrow winding
streets of the Jewish quarter. We rejoined the coach for our visit to the caves of St Joseph,
located in the town of Vall d’Uxo. There followed a fascinating journey by boat on the
underground river which runs through the caves. At one point we disembarked and made our
way on foot through a rather dark and narrow passageway until we continued our journey by
boat. It’s a good job it wasn’t a case of ‘portage’, having to carry our boat with us! We then
had lunch at an excellent restaurant – if you stick with Sue on these trips you always have
good food at a reasonable price in pleasant surroundings. The remainder of the time was
spent wandering around the older part of the city with its churches, hermitages and pleasant
squares. It proved to be an excellent day out, with good weather and good company.

Thought for the day ...........
Situations Vacant
There is still a vacant slot on the
committee for someone willing to
take on the position of

ASSISTANT PUBLICITY
If you are interested please
contact David who can give you
the low-down on what’s involved
before you make your
commitment.

Discounts ……………………….
for all Vall del Pop U3A members
On production of a valid U3A membership card discount will
be given at the following establishments.
THE CHAIR – Hairdressers in La Teulera Commercial,
opposite Rastro 966 480 390
Gents – 25% off Thurs, Fri & Sat.
Ladies 25% off when spending 25€
or more on Tues & Wed.
OCCASIONS – Fashion Boutique in Xalo
966 480 790
10% discount of all purchases
susanwhitfield52@hotmail.com 966 480 529
LIBERTY SEGUROS
Denia Mark Petrie SL. C/Ramon y Cajal, 8 bajo
965 781 815 & 965 780 757 15% discount
SKIN SOLUTIONS Caci Clinic Av Benidorm 03792
902 888 187 / 660 319 697
Email skinsolutions@yahoo.es
Can we add to this list?
Try asking your favourite restaurant for group discounts
for U3A members and let us know.

Dinner Dance – 18th June
16€ per person.
Menu
Bread & Ali Oli
Selection of Tapas
followed by a table buffet
from the barbecue cooked and served al fresco
Marinated Sirloin of Beef
AND
Salmon rubbed with Orange and Basil Oil
AND
Squid in Galician Marinade
(red onion, tomato, sherry vinegar, and mixed herbs)
AND
Barbeque Chicken with Grilled Pumpkin
AND
Selection of Salads and Sauces to Accompany all Dishes
for desert
Tiramisu OR Creme Brulee
+ half bottle of wine per person

The new elected committee
members are;

Vice President - Bob Welham
Secretary - Sandra Welham
Assistant Secretary - Liz Williams
Treasurer - Sue Whitfield
Membership Secretary - Mike Hawker
Group Coordinator - Angela Scottow
Assistant Group Coordinator - James Brown
Publicity - Bruno Goffin
Assistant Publicity - Awaiting volunteer
Web Master - Colin
Travel Coordinator - Brigid Redmond
Editor - Byron Dawson
Assistant Editor - Madeleine Garside
See website for contact details

Membership
We are constantly trying to keep our membership
records up to date. If you are not receiving your
regular email update or you suspect we have the
wrong details, please contact Mike with your
correct phone number, email and contact address.
If you are reading this and would like to join,
or would like to renew your membership, please
bring your old card to the next meeting.
Please come early to register – 10.00 o’clock
and please ensure your contact details are clearly
legible on the form.

Details of next meeting
The next meeting will be
Thursday 7th May
Xalo Town Hall
10.00 am for new members
and membership renewal.
10.30 am start
The speaker at the May meeting is Jenny Bussey,
who will be talking on health matters.
Jenny has been in Spain for many years was a
councillor on the Parcent Council and a leading
member in the fight against the proposed
mammoth development in Parcent.
She was one of the founding members of the Jalon
Help organisation, and for many years was its
chairman and main driving force.

